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Vietnam commemorates 50th anniversary of end of Vietnam War

Thousands of Vietnamese people celebrated the 50t anniversary of the end of the war on April 30th
with a grand parade in Ho Chi Minh City, formerly Saigon. Troops marched, and an airshow featuring
Russian-made jets and helicopters entertained the crowd, who waved red flags and sang patriotic songs.
A contingent of 118 Chinese soldiers also joined, highlighting improved ties with Beijing.

The country’s top leader and Communist Party General Secretary To Lam highlighted postwar
achievements such as high economic growth and emphasized: “Vietnam is one, the Vietnamese people are
one. Rivers may dry up, mountains may erode, but that truth will never change.”

The Vietnam War began as a fierce battle between North Vietnam and South Vietnam, during (Dthe
Cold War, with the Washington fearing the spread of communism. It was (2)a proxy war: the North was
backed by the Soviet Union and China, while the South was backed by the U.S. and its allies.
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Q1 Why was a grand parade held in Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam on April 30th?

Q2 Why is the Vietnamese national flag red?

Q3 Why were Russian-made jets and helicopters used? And why did Chinese soldiers join the event?

Q4 Who is To Lam, and what is his role in Vietnam?

Q5 According to To Lam, what are some achievements Vietnam made after the war?

Q6 What message does To Lam convey by saying, “Rivers may dry up, mountains may erode...”?

Q7 Whatis Wthe Cold War? Explain in your own words.

Q8 mERFFLEFIE (Da proxy war (fRELHS) LIMEEN2DTT . AL EL X 5,

Vietnam marks 50 years since end of war with celebrations in Ho Chi Minh City | BBC

News https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9eCKf5AT-A&t=1 | 2s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9eCKf5At-A&t=112s

The war killed more than 3 million Vietnamese and 60,000 Americans, many of them were young
conscripts. The war ended on April 30th, 1975, when North Vietnamese tanks rolled into Saigon, then the
capital of South Vietnam. About two years earlier, the U.S. had withdrawn its last combat troops from
the country.

The formal reunification of Vietnam was completed a year later, in 1976 — 22 years after the country
had been divided, following the end of French colonial rule.

@ Today, over 70% of Vietnamese were born after the war. But Vietnam still has problems from the
war, including health issues from a chemical called Agent Orange, and unexploded bombs. Some
American veterans joining the event said they feel sorry for the pain the war caused Vietnamese people.
They also said many American soldiers had mental diseases after the war.

Vietnam and the U.S. normalized diplomatic relations in 1995. Their relationship got stronger when
President Joe Biden visited Vietnam in 2023. However, this relationship is now under strain after
President Donald Trump announced a 46% tariff on Vietnamese exports in April.  The U.S. has stopped
the plan for now, but it could hurt Vietnam’s economy, which depends on exports.
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Q9 How many people died in the Vietnam War? Give numbers for both Vietnamese and Americans.

Q10 When did the war end? And what key event symbolized its end?

Q11 What happened about two years before the fall of Saigon?

Q12 What colonial power ruled Vietnam before it was divided?

Q13 Why does Vietnam still suffer from the effects of the Vietnam War today? Give two reasons.

Q14 What did the American veterans say about the war’s impact on Vietnamese people?

Q15 According to the veterans, what happened to many American soldiers after the war?

Q16 When did Vietnam and the U.S. normalize diplomatic relations?
Q17 What event in 2023 helped make US-Vietnam relations stronger?

Q18 What new problem has recently damaged this relationship?

Q19 Why could Trump’s 46% tariff be dangerous for Vietnam’s economy?



While working with the U.S, Vietnam also keeps good relations with Russia, its main weapons partner.
Vietnam also has close business ties with China, even though they have had some conflicts. China is a
major investor and supplier of parts used in goods exported to the U.S.

E On April 27th, Japan’s Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba visited Vietnam and met with top leaders in

Hanoi. They agreed to boost bilateral trade and defend global trade rules amid ®growing uncertainty

caused by potential U.S. tariffs. Ishiba emphasized cooperation to maintain a free and open international

order. Japan and Vietnam signed deals on trade and semiconductor research.

Japanese companies have invested $78 billion in Vietnam. dJapan exports items like computer
chips, iron, and machines to Vietnam. Vietnam exports products such as electronics, clothes, shoes, and
seafood to Japan.
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Q20 Why does Vietnam maintain good relations with Russia?

Q21 What kind of relationship does Vietnam have with China, despite some conflicts?

Q22 Who visited Vietnam on April 27th?

Q23 What did Japan and Vietnam agree to do during this meeting?

Q24 TR DWTEMRMICHHLEL x5,

Q25 What specific area of technology did Japan and Vietnam agree to cooperate on?

Q26 What kinds of goods does Japan export to Vietnam?

Q27 What products does Vietnam export to Japan?

50 years since Vietham War’s end: Part | —NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__4URI-w9wc&t=230s

50 years since Vietnam War's end: Part 2—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHN4HdeV2aQ
BHEEETBARNAN-LRWEHED - BRMLEREK BBHEHEHLELETS
FHEtEEZR  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGC8ql7N8ZE

Vietnam, China, grow closer amid Trump tariffs—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kN_7sW3mBYo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__4URI-w9wc&t=230s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHN4HdeV2aQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGC8ql7N8ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kN_7sW3mB9o

The three reasons why the U.S. lost the Vietnam War

(1) Failure to adapt to guerrilla warfare and lack of cultural understanding

|1_| The U.S. military had state-of-the-art weapons, including helicopters, bombers, and advanced
firearms. However, these were ineffective against a non-industrialized army using guerrilla tactics.
North Vietnamese forces and the Vietcong fought in dense jungles, used elaborate tunnel systems,
and set deadly booby traps. It was nearly impossible for American troops to distinguish between friend
and foe, leading to the accidental killing of civilians, mostly innocent farmers. This fueled resistance
among the local population even stronger.

The Vietcong won the hearts and minds of villagers by living among them and helping their daily life.
In contrast, many Americans knew little about Vietnam’s culture or the nationalist motivations behind
the resistance. The war was often framed in the U.S. as a fight against communism, but for many

Vietnamese, it was a fight for independence from the Western colonizers.

(2) Prolonged war and psychological toll on soldiers

Ii‘ Many American soldiers were young and inexperienced draftees who were sent into an unfamiliar
environment with little training. In contrast, North Vietnamese soldiers were highly motivated. Their
patriotism grew stronger as they gained more experiences in battle.

For American soldiers, the war felt too long with no clear goal. Many soldiers were killed or injured
in front of their eyes, and this made U.S. soldiers despair. Countless soldiers came home suffering from

mental diseases, such as PTSD.
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Q1 What kind of weapons did the U.S. military use during the Vietnam War?

Q2 Why were these advanced weapons not effective against the North Vietnamese forces?

(What kind of tactics did the Vietcong use in the jungle?)

Q3 What did American soldiers accidentally kill civilians?

Q4 How did the Vietcong gain support from local villagers?

Q5 How was the war understood differently by Americans and Vietnamese people?

Q6 TAVAELNFFLIEDMIC, FDXIE LD o7-0%, HHLEIL X I,

Q7 Why did many U.S. soldiers come home suffering from PTSD?



@ Even after coming back to the U.S, many of the soldiers were treated coldly. When people looked at
Vietnam veterans, they thought, “Maybe he did savage things in the war,” and it was difficult for many
young veterans to find new jobs. In addition, they had used illegal drugs to cope with the horrors of the
battlefield during the war. That habit was brought back to their home, contributing to a rise in drug
addiction across the U.S.

(3) Loss of public support and political pressure at home

Il‘ The Tet Offensive in 1968 was a big turning point in the Vietnam War. It happened during Tet, the
Vietnamese New Year, when many people were on holiday and resting. North Vietnam and the Vietcong
attacked more than 100 cities and military places in South Vietnam. In Saigon (current Ho Chi Minh
City), they even attacked the U.S. Embassy.

This shocked American citizens, because scenes of the fighting were broadcast on television. Until
then, many in the U.S. had believed their country was winning the war. But the attacks made them
realize that victory was far from reality.

@ Also, a famous TV news showed a Vietcong man being shot in the head on the street without a trial.
(@)This made many Americans angry. They thought, “Why is our country supporting a government that
kills people like this?” They began to lose trust in the U.S. government and military.

The financial and human cost of the war were continuing to rise. By the late 1960s, anti-war
protests were sweeping across America. Under growing domestic pressure, President Johnson halted

bombing in North Vietnam and began peace talks in Paris. For many Americans, the war was no longer

worth fighting.
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Q8 How were many Vietnam War veterans treated when they returned to the U.S.?

Q9 What problem did many veterans bring back from the war?

Q10 What was the Tet Offensive, and when did it happen?

Q11 Why was the Tet Offensive especially shocking to Americans?

Q12 How did American citizens’ views of the war change after watching the Tet Offensive on TV?

Q13 TH@®ZFHLIBTHLEL 29,

Q14 What action did President Johnson take in response to domestic protests?

Q15 Why did President Johnson halt bombing in North Vietnam?



The Story of Duc and His Brother Viet (xtb %4 - F2B%4)

Nguyen Duc and his twin brother Viet were born on February 25th, 1981, in a farming village in
Vietnam. They were conjoined at the lower body, a condition believed to be caused by their mother’s
exposure to a poisonous chemical called Agent Orange during the Vietnam War.

In 1986, they were brought to a hospital in Tokyo for tests and treatment. Vietnamese doctors hoped
for surgery, but eventually, it did not happen in Japan. Instead, they returned home and waited.

On October 4th) 1988, at age 7, Duc and Viet were separated in a 15-hour surgery in Ho Chi Minh City.
Duc survived and began a new life, but Viet never fully recovered. He remained in a vegetative state for
19 years.

In 2007, Viet passed away peacefully. Duc was by his side and cried. He said, “My brother had
sacrificed a lot for me.”

After the surgery, Duc had health problems but managed to go to school, work, and get married. In
2009, his wife gave birth to healthy twins—a boy and a girl. He named them Fuji and Sakura, to thank
Japan for its support.

@ Now Duc lives with health difficulties but calls himself a “very lucky guy.” He has encouraged other
victims of Agent Orange and has become a symbol of survival and hope.

conjoin #5E&¥ €%  be exposed to ~:~IIT¥5EMNB  vegetative state HIKRE  ( )

Q1 When and where were Nguyen Duc and his twin brother Viet born?

Q2 NFBbRALFI7beAld, EOXIBIREBTEINTEE LD, 720 ZNIEHRETT D,

Q3 Why were Duc and Viet taken to Tokyo in 1986, and what was the outcome?

Q4 Describe what happened on October 4, 1988, in Ho Chi Minh City.

Q5 What was the condition of Viet after the surgery, and how long did it last?

Q6 What did Duc say after Viet passed away in 2007? What does this show about their relationship?

Q7 What did Duc name his children, and why did he choose those names?

Q8 Despite his health difficulties, how has Duc contributed to society since the surgery?

Q9 Why is Nguyen Duc considered a symbol of survival and hope? Explain in your own words.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMPQV3C99wc

K RDOX % 3EFTOFAT, BEELEL & 9,

1. The Vietnam War was a proxy war during the Cold War: the North was backed by the Soviet Union and
China, while the South was backed by the U.S. and its allies.

2. The state-of-the-art weapons of the American army were ineffective against a non-industrialized
Vietnamese army using guerrilla tactics.

3. Vietnam still has problems from the war, including health issues from a chemical called Agent Orange,

and unexploded bombs.
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[Essay]

1. Why is it important for young people to learn about wars that happened before they were born?

2. What can Japan learn from Vietnam’s history and experience with war?
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